Biodiversity: Plate tectonics (Again)

EXBMPLES

4.1.4 Explain how plate activity has influenced evolution and biodiversity.
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Fossil remains of
Cynognathus, a
Triassic land reptile

approximately
3m long.

Fossil remains of the
freshwater reptile
Mesgosaurus.

Fossil evidence
of the Triassic
land reptile
lystrosaurus.
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, Fossils of the fern
Glossaopteris, found in
all of the southem

continents, show that
they were once joined.
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Arabian camel from North
Africa and the Middle East

Arabian Camel
Camelus dromedarius

Bactrian camels in
the Gobi Desert
region of central Asia.

Arabian camels were introduced
into Australia from the Middle
east in the 1850s. An estimated
100,000 roam wild throughout
Australia’s sandy deserts.

Bactrian Camel
Camelus bactrianus

Origin and Dispersal of the Camel Family

- Recent Distribution

3 Tertiary Distribution

Ancestor of camel family
originated in North America
during the tertiary period
about 40 million years ago

South America

Formation of a land bridge
across the Bering Strait
allows passage into Asia by
about 1 million years ago

’P:‘: < “ar
A
Sfralia LN
& Vicufia Guanaco
/ Vicugna vicugna Lama guanicoe

Four llama species, including
the domesticated llama and
alpaca, as well as the wild
guanaco and vicuia, exist in
the mountainous regions of

Llama
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